i the 
‘ist’s 


t be- 
Sec- 


ding 
| Son 
itten 


ffect 
and 
per- 


een 
for 
sitl 
| by 
ac- 
3 it 
ith- 
ep- 
Ver 
of 
lus- 
ars, 
ing. 
1€88 
cti- 
The 
udy 
| of 
‘ich 


ime 
m= 


ww OOD Fe Fan 





XUM 


THE CIRCULAR. 





PUBLISHED SEMI-WEEKLY,] DEVOTED TO THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST. [BY J. H. & G. W. NOYES. 
VOL. IL. BROOKLYN, N. Y., MAY11, 1853. NO. 51. 
; TERMS. character that the supply will necessarily | upper millstone is not grinding upon him, |constitutes the finished glory of Christian 


Tar Crrcunar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of community of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entirely 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
vishes to read The Circular, can have it wrrnovr 
PAYING, OR PROMISING TO PAY, by applying through 
the mail, or at 48, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 
any one chooses to pay, he may send Two DOLLARS 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 

fae Communications should be addressed to— 
«Tur Crrcutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 
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S. R. LEONARD & COMPANY, PRINTERS, 


Family-Talk.---NO. 2, 
ON THE ACCIDENT AT NORWALK. 

A.—This is aloud call for good men 
in the offices of the railroads. The moral 
character of engineers and conductors, is 
certainly of as much consequence as their 
professional skill. 

B.—But the class of persons that, by 
the working of the principle of supply and 
demand, get into these offices, are not 
likely to be reliable, prudent men. From 
my own observation, and from the nature 
of things, I should presume that many of 
the Railroad conductors and engineers, 
are persons who have been unsuccessful 
in other business, and are not of the cau- 
tious, slow-and-sure sort. Railroad ser- 
vice is not a calling that prudent sort of 
folks would have a taste for. Reckless, 
unlucky men, are the class that would be 
compelled to accept such places, and that 
would have most taste for the business. 

C.—If railroad accidents and liabili- 
ties are to be traced to the employment 
of unsuitable men, then as things are, 
that cause must be all the time increas- 
ing. The effect of accidents, and all the 
indictments and penalties and newspaper 
castigations that follow in their train, 
must be to run the profession down more 
and more, and make it more and more dis- 
tasteful to prudent men; and voi course 
surrender it more and more to the care- 
less and blundering—those that fear not 
God, nor regard man. 

D.—This is a discouraging prospect ; 
but I do not see but that we must accept 
it. The Evening Post says that things 
grow worse instead of better, in spite of 
all the criticisms of God and man. 

E—C. has given the natural reason for 
it; the more fright you create about rail- 
road liabilities, the more you repel from 
the offices on railroads, the men who ought 
to fill them. 

F'—That is an idea which I have not 
seen discussed in the papers. 

G.—The papers let it alone, because 
they cannot hope to mend the matter 
without scolding at the blind principle of 
supply and demand, which is not so con- 
venient as scolding at engineers and Rail- 
road Companies. 

H.—This alarming state of things on 
the railroads is the natural working of so- 
ciety as it is. That is to say, the simple 
principle of supply and demand, which 
is the governing principle of common so- 
ciety, has brought it about ‘The railroads 
want officers, and have to take such men 























be of the reckless sort. If you allow the 
simple law of supply and demand to fill 
the offices of a railroad, you begin with a 
system of things that necessarily insures 
accidents ; and then every accident that 
happens sinks still further the character 
of the office, and makes the demand 
more and more address itself to the reck- 
less and abandoned, and less and _ less 
likely to be heard by the prudent. The 
business must go on, and take such sup- 
plies as offer ; and the supply being faul- 
ty, it results in mismanagement—and the 
mismanagement tends still more to depre- 
ciate the quality of supply, and so it is a 
self-repeating evil. 

I.—The blame of all these accidents 
falls on the engineers and conductors of 
the railroad, or some of the employes.— 
The company do not suffer much, so long 
as their machinery on the whole, brings 
them dividends. 

J.—Of course, a shrewd, prudent man 
would never get into the position of a con- 
ductor, or engineer. So the lives of trav- 
elers are put in charge of persons that by 
the very nature of the business which they 
have chosen, are proved venturesome. A 
man who takes the place of conductor, or 
engineer, under the present system, has 
to brave, in the first place, the danger of 
accidents, and in circumstances, too, 
where his safety is not dependent entirely 
on his own prudence, because he is sur- 
rounded by a set of codperatives, engi- 
neers, brakemen, switch-tenders, &c., who 
may be imprudent ; and if all the hands 
on a railroad are not of the careful sort, 
the mere exceptional man who is, cannot 
hope to escape. But this is not all—be- 
sides the actual physical danger that he 
braves, he is liable to the storms of public 
opinion, as in the present instance ; and 
that is like putting him between the up- 
per and nether millstones. Ifa man gets 
into such a position as that, it must be 
because he cannot find any other, or be- 
cause he is fool-hardy. 

K.—The way for the world to introduce 
aremedy that would be at all effectual, 
would be, for every state to establish a 
school for the education of engineers and 
conductors, and then require the railroads 
to employ only the graduates of these 
schools, the State being responsible for 
supplying reliable men. That would ele- 
vate the offices. 

L—If they had started on that plan at 
first, it would have done ; but as matters 
are now, the profession has run down so, 
that you would not get scholars. 
M.—The case seems to be thus: the 
whole public are standing ready to criti- 
cise, and demanding that good, reliable 
men shall be furnished ; and yet there is 
no adequate way to supply the demand. 

N.—We need a West Point, to edu- 
cate good railroad officers, more than we 
need it for a military school. 
O.—Prudent men can be got for ser- 
vice in war, because when a captain sees 
his company cut to pieces, half his men 
killed, and himself covered with gashes 
and bruises, he is still not blasted with 








as offer; and the demand is of sucha 


public indignation and disgrace. The 


if the lower one is. The more killed the 
more glory in that line of things. But 
in the other line, the poor conductor has 
to run the chance of being killed, and if 
he escapes actual death ina smash, while 
he is mending his broken bones, public 
opinion is down upon him until criticisms 
and hissings make him wish that he was 
dead. 

P.—The public criticise accidents, and 
still stimulate the hurrying, reckless spirit 
that occasions them. There is a good deal 
said about safety and prudence, especially 
on the heels of such an accident; but 
practically, the demand of the public is for 
more speed. 

().—There isno cure that I see, but 
Communism—a state of things in which 
owners and managers and travelers have all 
one interest ; and where the most prudent 
men can be assigned to the most danger- 
ous places. 

R.—I think that an engineer should not 
only be a prudent man, but he should have 
inspiration, and be in sympathetic com- 
munication with spirits that would know 
of canger which he could not foresee. A 
brutal, animal man is not capable of the 
quick instinct and self-possession, that 
would be the safeguard of a spiritual man. 

S.—Some time ago, Mr. Greeley, in a 
sort of desperation at the corruption of 
public functionaries, burst out one morn- 
ing, somewhat remarkably as I thought, 
with the expression that there was no cure 
for it, short of a religious conscience in pol- 
itics. I.should think that he and others 
would give a glance in the same direction 
in reference to Railroad-affairs. There 
certainly can be no reasonable prospect of 
safety to the public, till engineers and 
conductors are God-fearing, praying men, 
that humble themselves under the hand 
of the Almighty, and trust in him, and 
submit themselves to criticism, and live as 
in the day of judgment. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
The Course of true Experience. 

The object of our ambition as subjects 
of the kingdom of heaven, is to “ come 
into the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” In order to 
make this attainment, we must obey 
Peter’s exhortation, “ and, add to our faith 
virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge; and 
to knowledge, temperance ; and to tem- 
perance, patience ; and to patience, god- 
liness ; and to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness ; and to brotherly kindness, charity.” 
These qualities succeed each other in 
beautiful order. Faith, which is the first 
in order, is the root and stem on which 
all the others grow. It is the principle 
which connects us with the life and power 
of God, who is the source of all good 
fruits produced in character. It is the 
substance of things hoped for—the foun- 
dation of all other virtues. Then follow 
virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, 
&c., each attainment preparing the char- 
acter for its successor, until finally the 
crowning quality of all is charity. This 


character, It is that comprehensive love 
which includes the whole family of God. 
It is that love which “ suffereth long and 
is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up.” 

Peter says, “if these things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”— 
John devotes nearly the whole of his first 
epistle, to a description of this ripened state 
of Christian experience. Fullness of 
light and love, is its distinguishing charac- 
teristic. ‘God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all, Ifwe say we have fellow- 
ship with him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth ; but if we walk 
in the light as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” “God is love. He that dwell- 
eth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. * * * Tf a man say, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar. * * * 
He that loveth God, loveth his brother 
also,” 

Here is set forth the love of God, the 
solvent principle that melted the believers 
of the Primitive church into one. As in 
their individual experience, all discordant 
elements were purged out, so as a collective 
body all individuality disappeared, and 
they moved and mingled in the element 
of God’s love. They were then prepared 
to graduate into a higher sphere ; which 
they did at the Second Coming. 

The same spirit that brought on that 
crisis, is at work in the world now.— 
After operating in an outward, provi- 
dential way for 1800 years, it found a 
lodgment, and kindled at a single point 
at the apex of the revival spirit of 1834. 
The spirit has extended itself, and ob- 
tained possession of many hearts, and 
is fast finishing the work of education 
in them. It is destined to bring on an- 
other glorious crisis; that of the dispen- 
sation of the fullness of times; the con- 
summation of all things, when the New 
Jerusalem shall come down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband; when the tabernacle 
of God shall be with men, and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain. H. J. 8. 

Wallingford, April, 1853. 





Tue Secret or Utrerance.—lIf we 
would obtain true utterance, we should 
inquire,—What does the Spirit of truth 
talk about ? What is He interested in ? 
We must talk about things that are inter- 
esting to him, if we want to be inspired. 
Christ tells us exactly what the Comforter 
talks about : ‘ He shall take of mine and 
show it unto you.’ The Spirit, in the old 
Prophets, testified ‘of the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory that should follow.’ 
The same Spirit that pointed forward to 
those things then, will point us back to 
them now. It is always consistent, ‘the 
same yesterday, to day, and forever ;’ and 





the same things that were in its mind 
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then, are in it now. 
of the prophets, we shall have the things 
of Christ in our minds as they did, and 


backwards, as they did forward. 
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Main Pipes and Service Pipes. 


The use of coal-gas for lighting streets, public 
edifices, and private dwellings, in cities, is 
fast superseding oil, and all other methods of illu- 
mination. New-York is supplied with gas from 
two large manufactories, located in the upper 
part of the city. The coal is placed in large ovens, 
or retorts, made air-tight, under which is an in- 
tense heat. The gas thus separated from the 
coal, is purified, measured, &c., and then carried 
into an immense reservoir, capable of containing 
From this 
reservoir the company lay down a large pipe, call- 


several hundred thousand cubic feet. 


ed the ‘main;’ extending it through the _princi- 
pal streets of the city: and from this the gas is 
conducted by smaller tubes, called ‘service-pipes, 
wherever light is wanted—the company waiting 
on all applications. 

This is a good illustration of God’s arrangement 
for supplying the world with the light of salva- 
tion. The blessings promised in the Covenant 
made with Abraham, are for ‘all nations; as the 
object of the gas-works is to light the whole city. 
But the promise proceeds to its fulfilment by a 
special system of distribution, which is defined in 
these words,—‘T will be a God to thee and to thy 


seed after thee, and in thy seed shall all nations of | beauty of this system is, that— 


the earth be blessed? The seed of Abraham is 


the main pipe, first laid through the streets of 


humanity. The work on this part of the contract 
was going on through the ages of the Jewish dis- 
pensation, and the great ‘main’ terminating in 
Christ and the church of the first resurrection, 
was completed at the Second Coming. All that 
remains to be done is to lay down the ‘service 
pipes,’ in order to distribute the light of heaven 
to all nations and every individual. 

The Gentiles must pay attention to this arrange- 
ment and know where the great ‘main’ lies, and 
where it terminates, if they expect to have light 
in their dwellings. They cannot get gas di- 
rectly from the reservoir. It is unreasonable that 
they should require the company to lay downlittle 
half-inch ‘service pipes’ all the way from the gas 
works to every house. 





It is a rational business-ar- 
rangement, that will ultimately commend itself to 
ull good judges, that God should separate one na- 
tion from the rest, and first give them the power of 
his kingdom, and then from them distribute it to 
all nations. 

The great pipe is laid through the streets by 
the gas-companies, without any reference to indi- 
vidual applications. ‘There it is, a secret store, 
under ground, ready for service long before there 
is a house in the street that asks for its light.— 
So the great ‘main’ of salvation was laid, by the 
‘commandment of the everlasting God, (Rom. 16: 
25,) and completed eighteen hundred years ago; 
and if there has not been a regular application for 
the benefit of it, according to the rules of the 
company, in all the streets of the Gentiles, since 
the destruction of Jerusalem, it is still in its 
place, patiently waiting in secret for its destined 
work of illuminating all nations, and it will have 
customers. 





Combination-Type. 

Some of our readers will remember that we no- 
ticed in our last volume, anew system of ‘combina- 
tion-type, invented by Mr. J. H. Tonrrr, and used 
by him with good success in his own printing office, 
181 William st.. N. Y. The ‘further improve- 
ments’ referred to in our last No., relate to the 
introduction into our office, of Mr. Tobitt’s 
improvements in type-setting. They consist in 
having a few of the most common syllables (selec- 
ted, we think, with very good,judgment,) cast 
united instead of separate, and arranging’ these 
conveniently for nse, while at the same time they 
do not interfere materially with the present plan 
of the type-cases. By this new arrangement Mr. 
'f. professes to have gained in srrep about 50 per 
cent. over the ordinary rate of type-setting—as 
2000 ems per hour has frequently been accom- 
plished by it? in his office. For ourselves, we 
counted eighty-three times that the combinations 
would occur in a stick-full of leaded Long Primer, 
or twelve lines of the coarsest type in the Cir- 


in number, viz: it, is, in, of, th, at, to, er, re, ed, | 455urance. 
we shall ‘inquire and search diligently,’ de, be; and, the, with, which. They occur 174}™any cases where there is a Railroad smash-up, 
times in this single paragraph; and there are 210 | !®: how it could happen and any be left to tell the 


them. 


success 


craft, the following summing up of the 


1. The combinations which are use:l, consi 
only of the most constantly-recurring syllables in | read the next. 
our language. 

2. They are so arranged as not to require the 
material alteration of the present cases. 


If we have the spirit of type from the amount ordinarily picked up in 
that number of lines. , 
that save so many ‘lifts’ to the compositor, are 16 | Some will be unwelcome, to others it will be joyful 


The few combinatior 


less type to be handled in consequence of using story. 


Perhaps it is not worth while at present to go ed thus and so, and so many lives were saved. 
further into the particulars of these improvements, In the last evening’s Express you may read two 
as our readers generally are not acquainted with 
the details of type-setting. ipl ' 
Mr. Tobitt’s pamphlet giving the history of his vibrating from sorrow to gladness—you will say 
invention, we extract, for the information of “the | ® one paragraph, ‘Thou strikest a dagger inme, 


But having before u 


ADVANTAGES OF COMBINATION-TYPE, 


3. They are the choice of twenty years’ experi- |" 
ence of the old plan, endorsed by three years’ | feet, and nol one person killed. 


of the new. 


4. The new compartments are so placed as to 
be adjacent to the box of the initial letter of the 
combination. 
5. The cases being so little changed, a compos- 
itor can work on the old plan out of the new ~ . : 
cases ; or can himself change the boxes to suit | draw at Norwalk, just before the train plunged 
the combinations. 
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Charles Beecher’s Pamphlet. 


Review or ‘Sprrituay Manirestations.’ Read 
before the Congregational Association of New 
York and Brooklyn by Cuartes Bercurp 
Pastor of the First Congregational church, 
Newark, New Jersey. Published by G, p’ 
Putnam and Co., New York. A 


friends who hear that a train, freighted with those 
1s | they love,has met with disaster ; but if certainty to 


The wonder and surprise ina great 


The messenger who comes with breathless 

This discourse is short and well printed, and jy, 
these respects readable. But it is compressed in 
its style, as though it were written, not for publi- 
cation, but as a skeleton for pulpit use; and it 


haste to tell of an accident, should say, ‘it happen- 


or three columns about the Norwalk calamity ; . d Boe ah sate 
and even in that, the points of relief will keep you | #»ounds in scientifie or super-scientific terms, and 
in Greek and Hebrew citations, with learned lexj- 
cographical commentaries thereon; in these re- 
thou torturest me, Tubal;? and to the next, ‘I spects it cannot be recommended to common read- 
thank thee, good Tubal, good news, good news.’—| €?S- _ It was prepared for the clergy, and to them 
But when you have read to the end of that story, ar be interesting. a 

Following right along is ‘another The extracts below will give our readers a 
railroad-accident, in which a passenger car, with | ®“flicient idea of the substance of the discourse, 
We have chosen such passages as are most free 


8 


twenty-five persons was precipitated with tre- 





er,as for example, it is much more convenient 


or ¢ separately. 
7. Some of the most awkward cross-motions are 
dispensed with, particularly those from e to 7, 
and vice versa. 
8. Unlike some alterations here, when a_ per- 
ceptible advantage és gained, there is no disadvan- 
tage, however small, to be subtracted; for the 


9. Its advantages are manifestly compound: 
first, in reducing (eventually) the cost of type, 
by weight ; second, the speed of the workman is 
inereased ; third, liability to error is diminished ; 
fourth, matter is less liable to derangement; and 
is more easily rectified when such accidents do 
happen. 
10, A compositor of average ability can acquire 
the method in a few hours. 
We have thought favorably of Mr. Tobitt’s new 
plan of setting type from our first acquaintance 
with it; and we believe we are the first, after the 
inventor, to manifest our appreciation of the sys- 
tem by practically adopting it. We take it as on- 
ly an entering-wedge for still further improvements 
in the same direction, fvhich we hope to study 
and follow up. In the meantime, as the adoption 
of Mr. Tobitt’s system costs next to nothing, we 
recommend to printers who think of purchasing 
new type, to examine his pamphlet, and see if they 
cannot afford to make the slight changes in their 
cases necessary to the introduction of his com- 
binations. 





Tue Onema Famity-Press.—The brethren of 
the Newark Community have just finished build- 
ing a PRINTING PREsS for the family at Oneida. It 
is the invention of Mr. Jostan Warren, and we 
think is a unique contrivance for a “family press” 
—-it being cheap, simple, easily portable, and we 
believe as well adapted to doing good work as 
We contribute the type 
and other printing materials from this office, and 
shall ship them to-morrow, with the press, for 
the Oneida station. We shall expect our friends 
there to report themselves through the Circular, 
after completing their arrangements for a printing 
oftice.—This information will help our readers to 
account for the NEw press lately put on by the 
Circular. 

The object of haying a Press at Oneida, is, that 
the Community may have the means of printing 
family notices, circulars, and other job work, such 
as occasional pamphlets; and also that the chil- 
dren and others may be in training for printers- 


any other hand press. 


—It is one of our notions about “ the good time 
coming,” that every Community will have a 
Family-Press, and that such Presses will cost 
less, and be more useful and entertaining than 
Family-Pianos. 
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Better than it might be. 
There is some comfort. after all, in reading ac- 
counts of the Railroad-accidents, that happen now 
so often, and make so great a part of the daily 
news. ‘The comfort is in the miracles of escape 
that happen too. What of horror and agony we 
find in these items to harrow up the soul, is pretty 
well balanced by the emotions of glad surprise and 
thankfulness that the instances of wonderful pres- 
ervation excite. We sympathize with the suffer- 
ers, but then we sympathize with the joy of those 
who through dangers are miraculously saved.— 


6. Not only is there great gain in the number | (ye locomotive strike the abutment, eight feet from 
of “lifts” neccessary for a line, but many of the : 
lifts themselves are rendered easier and pleasant- 


to pick up an i than either the thin and fragile 7| the speed of the train might be calculated thus: 


mendous force down an embankment of thirty 
Then say if the 
chances for life are not pretty good in the midst 
of adventure; and if there is not some comfort in 
all this harassing news. H. 








== The captain of the boat that passed the 
into it, testified before the coroners, that he ‘saw 


the top on the opposite side? and that ‘the width 
of the draw is 59 feet and 8 inches? From this 


Ordinary bodies fall eight feet in about three quar- 
ters of a second ; the horizontal flight of sixty feet 
which by the laws of Natural Philosophy, the 
engine must have performed during its fall of 
eight feet, was accomplished therefore in three 
quarters of a second. Then as three quarters of a 
second is to sixty feet, so is an hour to the speed 
per hour. According to our cyphering, this makes 
the speed about 28 miles per hour! If we allow 
that the engine projected over the chasm ten feet 
before it began to fall, we still make the speed 
over 25 miles per hour. 








The Progress of the Kingdom of God. 

It is now six years since the Putney believers 
deliberately recorded their testimony that the 
kingdom of God had come. That confession was 





and sincerity as before God, the angels and Primi- 
tive church; and in the face of an unbelieving 
world. The evidence to them that the kingdom 
of God had come, was the interior evidence of 
their own heart’s experience, which was fully cor- 
roborated by external circumstances. The fol- 
lowing extract taken from the record, published 
in the Spiritual Magazine in the summer of 1847, 
may be interesting as a reminder of those times. 

“* We think there is abundant evidence in the 
past, especially in the last year, that the judgment 
has begun. He that searcheth the hearts and 
trieth the reins of the children of men, has been 
among us, cutting between the righteous and the 
wicked, between good and evil in our own char- 
acters. Inthe most important sense we have 
been conscious of living in the day of Judgment. 
So of the resurrection. We have seen enough to 
prove that there isa power among us that can 
conquer death. We hear from time to time a 
voice sounding which calls men from their graves. 
Some of us have lived for a long time in the jaws 
of death, and also in the birth of the resurrec- 
tion; dying daily, and rising daily. With a 
mighty hand, and marvelous wisdom, God has 
gathered us together here. It has not been ef- 
fected without a constant and complete crucifix- 
ion of the customs of the world. We have been 
able to cut our way through the isolation and 
selfishness in which the mass of men exist, and 
have attained a position in which, before heaven 
and earth, we present the miracle of perfect unity. 
Separate household interests, property exclusive- 
ness, have come to anend with us. Our Asso- 
ciation is established on principles opposed at 
every point to the institutions of the world.” 

The foregoing testimony and confession, was 
subsequently put to the severest trials. As a local 
organization, the Community suffered crucifixion 
and death. But did the powers above, to whom 
that body publicly avowed its annexation and 
allegiance, sustain their testimony by bringing it 
forth from the dead? Let facts and human 
weakness answer. Thata Community organiza- 
tion, very soon after the Putney dispersion, came 
forth as one rising from the dead, and has been 
steadily prospering in power and wisdom from 
that time to the present, needs no argument to 
prove. And that our glorying has been in our 
individual infirmities and weaknesses, at the same 
time inviting criticism, is equally true. But here- 
in lies the secret of our prosperity as a body.— 
We have learned by experience, to say with Paul, 
‘When we are weak then are we strong;’ for then 
the power of Christ’s resurrection-energy rests 








cular ;—whieh is equal to subtracting 100 pieces 





Wesympathize with the fears and suspense of the 


made by a small number, yet it was made in faith | 


from extraordinary words; and yet it may be ne- 
cessary to explain one or two that occur.  Odyl: 
is the name used by certain philosophers in Ger- 
many to designate a subtle, universal agent, re- 
sembling electricity, magnetism, &c., and sup- 
posed to be the medium of clairvoyance and the 
phenomena of mesmerism. Apneumatic is the 
negative of Pneumatic. The ‘pneumatic theory’ 
admits the agency of spirits in the rappings, and 
the ‘apneumatic theory’ denies it. 

Our readers will discover that Mr. Beecher is 
in the dark about the Second Coming, which will 
detract from the weight of his judgment. His 
views, however, of demonology, as presented in 
the first of the extracts below, are true to the Bi- 
ble; and his general theory of the source and 
character of the ‘manifestations’ is not essentially 
different from that which we have constantly pre- 
sented. 

DEMONOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
It is generally admitted even by the opponents 
of the reality of demoniac possessions, “that it 
was the general belief of the Jewish nation, ex- 
cept the Sadducees, and of most other nations, 
that the spirits of dead men, especially the wick- 
ed, were permitted to enter the bodies of men.” 
Nor is the word [daimonios] in the New Testa- 
ment ever applied to Satan, or to fallen angels. 
Such, then, being the meaning of the word, what 
inference is to be drawn from the facts of the 
narrative, as to the truth of the popular belief? 
Christ stood between the Sadducees on the one 
hand, an earnest minority, and the Pharisees and 
populace on the other, a powerful majority. Had 
' the weaker party had truth on their side, Christ, 
“born to bear witness to the truth,” would have 
stood by them. He didnot doso. All his words 
and acts sustained in the fullest manner the reali- 
ty of that against which the Sadducees protested. 
ither, therefore, Christ was deceived, or a de- 
ceiver, or the popular belief was correct. If thi 
popular belief was correct, the apneumatic argu- 
ment is overthrown. 
Oldfield, indeed, says these demonic possessions 
were an anomaly, [i. e. miraculous and peculiar to 
the period of Christ’s presence.]..... But the 
wish is father to the thought. And even if it 
were an anomalous concomitant of the first ad- 
vent, might there not be an equally anomalous 
antecedent of the second ? 
But it is not anomalous. Demonic possessions, 
as really as eclipses, have their law. And their 
law is, that spirits of the departed, restless and 
miserable, and longing to get back into life, will 
thrust themselves in whenever and wherever ody- 
lic conditions of the organism will let them. To 
this every thing said about them in the New 
Testament corresponds. Christ speaks of them 
as “wandering through dry places, seeking rest, 
and finding none ;” (Matt. 12: 48;) and at length. 
through very weariness, returning to the victim 
they had left. They ask not to be sent “out of 
that country,” (Mark 5: 10,) as if lingering about 
the scenes of their carthly life. They dread the 
abyss. (Luke 8: 31.) Rather than be exiled from 
life’s scenes, they harbour in the organism of 
swine. They ask not to be tormented before the 
time, as those that must appear at the judement- 
seat to give account of deeds done in the body. 
The presence of Christ agonises them. “ Away !” 
they ery, “what have we to do with thee, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Art thou come to destroy us? 
| know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God!” 
(Mark 1: 24.) They confess that there is naught 
in common between them and their judge; for- 
lorn, lost, they seek connection with the living to 
escape, not to inflict, suffering. Hence they seek 
impressible subjects, those, namely, in whom the 
odylic bond between soul and body is less_ firmly 
fastened, and capable of partial disadjustment. 
Having been once incarnate, they retain vestiges 
of odylic adaptation. They invade, they dispos- 
sess, in part, the rightful occupant, and prey upon 
his odylic energy. Around such “subjects” they 
throng eagerly. Out of one went seven. (Luke 
8: 2.) Out of another a legion. (Mark 5: 9; Luke 
8: 30.) And cases are mentioned of those who 
came to Christ, “swarming (as the original ex- 
presses it) with unclean spirits.” (Luke 6: 18.) 
Abnormal (yet not anomalous) effects result, 
varying according to the kind of spirit, the part 
of the organism invaded, and the degree of oceu- 
pancy established. ‘Tnis kind, says Christ, ‘go- 
eth not out but by prayer and fasting.’ (Tow- 
io de to genos,—This race, or class.) (Matt. 17: 
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21.) In some the hold was local and limited, af- 
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fecting particular classes of nerves, ¢. g.., visual, 
pr ducing blindness. Perhaps the invading spirit 
enabled himself to see, and the rightful tenant be- 
came blind. So of the auditory, vocal, sensa- 
tional. or motive nerves, producing deafness, 
dumbness, palsy, contractions, &c.; or the whole 
brain and nervous system,’ producing fierce and 
furious delirium. Thus two classes of lunatics are 
mentioned, those of the ordinary kind, and those 
whose lunacy was produced by spirits. (Matt. 4: 
94, and 17:15.) Thus the pneumatic theory, es- 
tablished by the facts of the Bible, supplies to 
them a law by which they are seen to fall within 
the scope of mental and physiological science.— 
Hence it is the better theory. It is not enough 
that a theory can by great effort embrace the 
phenomena of clairvoyance, rhabdomancy, appari- 
tions, oracles, haunted houses, rappings, {c., it 
must also take in the facts of the Bible. It must 
give to the Bible its natural meaning, not explain- 
ing away, by fatal accommodation principles, its 
demonic possessions, its pythonesses, its laws, its 
history of the evoking of Samuel, and of the false 
prophets, nor yet excluding them as anomalous. 
Whatever physiological law accounts for odylic 
phenomena in all ages, will in the end inevitably 
carry itself through the whole Bible, where it 
deals with the phenomena of soul and body as 
mutually related, acting and reacting. A large 
portion of the Bible, its prophecies, ecstacies, vis- 
ions, trances, theophanies, and angelophanies, are 
more or less tinged with odylic characteristics. 
The physiology, the anthropology of the Bible is 
highly odylic, and must be studied as such. As 
such, it will be found to harmonize with the gen- 
eral principles of human experience in such mat- 
ters in all ages. If a theory be adopted every 
where else but in the Bible, excluding spiritual 
intervention by odylic channels in doio, and ac- 
counting for every thing physically, then will the 
covers of the Bible prove but pasteboard barriers. 
Such a theory will sweep its way through the Bi- 
ble, and its authority, its plenary inspiration will 
be annihilated. On the other hand, if the theory 
of spiritual intervention through odylic channels 
be acoepted in the Bible, it cannot be shut up 
there, but must sweep its way through the wide 
domain of “popular superstitions,’ as they are 
called, separating the element of truth, on which 
those superstitions are based, and asserting its 
own authoritative supremacy. 

As to the alleged probability of accounting for 
all those ‘superstitions’ on purely apneumatic 
grounds, it is infinitesimally small. The proba- 
bilities are that science will approximate nearer 
to the line in odylics which divides between the 
effective agency of embodied and disembodied 
spirits. At present, the phenomena blend ina 
penumbra, and form a land of shadows and of de- 
bate. It is only at a distance from the line that 
effects on either side can be with certainty re- 
ferred to causes. That science will, in clearing 
us this dimness, ever expel spiritual agency from 
all physical share in human intercourse, is in the 
last degree improbable. 

The progress of odylic research and experiment 
is increasing the probability of an opposite result. 
Conditions of spiritual interference are being 
multiplied. And all things betoken that we are 
entering on the first steps of a carecr of demonic 
manifestation, the issues whereof man cannot con- 
jecture. * * * # * * * 


CLAIMS OF THE SPIRITS. 

Disowning alike submission to the authority and 
antagonism to the spirit of the Bible, assailing not 
the Churches, but their corruptions, the Pyeumatic 
Movement claims a divine mission, to inaugurate 
the millennium. Alloyed in its incipiency with friv- 
olous and fallacious elements, through imperfection 
of medium and circle; abused by rashness to the 
production of some cases of insanity and evil obses- 
sion ;—it promises, by better regulated processes and 
perfected conditions, to develop results of teaching 
and healing, apostolic in kind if not in degree. 

Accepting with eclectic optimism the truth mixed 
with all philosophic and religious systems, especially 
the Christian, it claims to supply atheist and infidel 
with the lacking evidence of immortality. Exempt 
by the new dispensation from the olylie prohibitions 
(Deut. 18: 10, 11) of the old, it proclaims a new 
pentecost, an ultimation of the prophecy of Joel 
(Acts 2: 16, 21,) a realization of the ‘ signs’ promised 
by Christ, to follow all believers. (Mark 16: 17.) 
Gifted with * discerning of spirits,’ (1 Cor.12: 8, 10,) 
obeying the command to ‘try the spirits,’ (1 John 
4: 1,) subjecting the spirits to the prophets, (1 Cor. 
14: 82,) it frankly concedes that ‘ some have, through 
neglect of such directions, departed from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
demons, (1 Tim. 4: 1,) subjects of a deceptive energy 
coming ‘ with all power, and signs, and lying won- 
ders.” (2 Thess. 2: 9.) But while conceding that 
‘unclean spirit; of demons, working miracles,’ (Rev. 
16: 13, 14,) are abroad, as foretold, it claims that 
through reliable spirits the heavens are opening, and 
the armies of heaven riding forth in white raiment 
tothe rescue. (Rey. 19: 11, 14.) 

Whoever, ignorant of the publications of the move- 
Ment, imagines that these claims are not forcibly 
Wielled, with ingenuity, candour, popular adap- 
tation, and success, is egregiously mistaken. The 
Movement is rapidly advancing, and becoming one 
ofthe signsofthe times. * * * . 


MORALITY OF THE SPIRITS. 

The Ethies of the system, being confessedly com- 
Mon to all schools—papal, pagan, or Christian— 
prove nothing for a divine origin. All its texts of 
Scripture, arguing at most that some manifesta- 
tions may be, not that these are divine, imply an 
equal possibility of an opposite origi Its defense 
“unst the denunciations of the law t. 18: 10, 
ll) is inconelusive, Ifthe mental attitude of the 
circle, viz., submission to unseen guidance, is essen- 
tially like that of the old devotee, idolatrous and 
Coltaminating ; then God’s word will stand, «I will 
Set my face against that soul, and will cut him off 
from his people.” ( Lev. 20: 3,) But from the ad- 
mitted character of the spirits next behind the veil, 


communic:...ons, such idolatrous contamination is 
inevitable. 

For this reason, probably, the touch of a corpse, 
or of a grave, was made to communicate ceremonial 
uncleanness, ( Ley. 22:4; Num. 5:2, and 19: 11— 
22,) to impress, by association of ideas, the national 
mind with the profound feeling that mental contact 
with the dead must be analogously demoralizing.— 
The fascination of such intercourse, ‘having been the 
life of Baal worship in its original pagan, as well as 
in its baptized papal form, must be equally corrupt- 
ing under a third and more popular development. 
That element, but for which the putrid carcass of 
old sacerdotal mummery must have sunk loathesome 
to dust, let but a century pass, will animate a priest- 
hood of the crrc.x, ruling benighted myriads as des- 
potically asits prototype of the grove and of the 
cloister. 

If so, the same stamp of divine abhorrence which 
rested on that will be found branded on this. Nor 
will the virtue and piety, nay, perhaps, the Chris- 
tian experience, of individuals connected with the 
movement, invalidate this judgment, for it was one 
of the most astonishing marks of both papal and pa- 
gan systems, that they could entice to their support 
so many of the true worshippers of Jehovah. * * * 

THEOLOGY OF THE SPIRITS, 

In the midst of much diversity and contradiction, 
there is a substantial unity of doctrine. Individual 
mediums have contradicted one another. Among 
them all, every doctrine of the Evangelical system 
might be found conceded, first or last. In one in- 
stance, at Mountain Cove, Va., a small party exists, 
professing the usual orthodox creed, but claiming di- 
rect, plenary inspiration, and denouncing the move- 
ment at large as smoke from the bottomless pit.— 
These exceptions apart, the average scope and ten- 
dency of their doctrine is one. 

Rejecting the Bible as authority, claiming for all 
men inspiration in common with Christ and the 
Apostles, and of the same kind ; regarding sin as im- 
maturity of development; eschewing all received 
ideas of a fall of angels and men from original holi- 
ness, of total depravity, atonement, regeneration, 
pardon, &e,; the system is in its last analysis, 
though but half developed, a polytheistic pantheism, 
disguising, under the name of sprrit, a subtle but 
genuine materialism. . ’ sa ° ” 

CCNCLUDING VERDICT. 

If, then, the present pNevMATIC MoveMeNT is to be 
referred either to the category of Rev. xvi. 14, or of 
Rey. xix., the probabilities are strongly toward the 
former. 

Nor is this probability weakened by their lofty 
claims. If they have healed more diseases—more 
than they have generated by confirmed obsession--it 
proves no more than the Sisters of Charity prove for 
Rome. While, in claiming to supply the lacking evi- 
dence of immortality, needed to convert infidels and 
atheists, they indirectly deny that the resurrection of 
Christ ‘ brought life and immortality to light. and 
gave proof to all mankind of an appointed day of 
judgment; and that the Holy Ghost, by tegenerating 
and sanctifying the elect, gives proper evidence of the 
divinity of Christianity. Invoking the presence of 
many mediators, they revive the essential element of 
both Pagan and Papal apostacy; denying the One 
Meifiator Christ, by whose blood alone we live, and by 
whom alone we approach unto God. 

Claiming to be the avant-couriers of millennial 
glory, yet denying, with few exceptions, ‘that blessed 
hope, even the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ,’ they incur the almost cer- 
tain stigma of false Christs which should precede his 
coming. 
All who bow to the avruoniry of the Bible, who 
know in their own hearts the work of the Holy Ghost, 
and who love Christ’s appearing, must feel instine- 
tively that here moves a mighty antagonistic influ- 
ence. 
Mighty as the deep yearning of mankind in all 
ages to penetrate the tremendous secrets of the dead ; 
mighty as the conception of departed worth, the unut- 
terable longing of bereaved hearts for the unforgotten 
and the extatic delight of souls suddenly restored to 
converse with the idolized whose loss made life a des- 
ert :--they weave the spell of exciting novelty ; they 
excite the vague presentiment of boundless discovery, 
and unveil a dazzling horizon of an elysium without a 
Cross, where mankind shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil. Drunk with this elixir, the millions sur- 
render themselves to the implicit sway of. WHAT 
rowERS? Powers unseen, powers aerial, under the 
masterly guidance of some one mind of fathomless 
ability, and fathomless guile. 
If, then, the nations of this unhappy planet, before 
their ultimate redemption,are to be rallied to a moral 
Armageddon battle-ficld against the simple Gospel of 
Christ ; if nominal Christendom must be semi-pagan- 
ized, to prepare for the fraternal embrace of Pagan- 
dom semi-christianized, here is one agency, which, 
with others, is eminently adapted to do the work.— 
Whether such be its character and its destiny, time 
will show ; and every man must judge for himself. 
* a * * + 








Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 200. 


GODLY SPONTANEITY. 
We are seeking after perfect liberty in 
respect to all things. That is salvation. 
This principle is involved in Christ’s say- 
ing, ‘If ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my disciples indeed ; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” The almighty power of salvation 
unto perfect freedom, is the result of imbi- 
bing the truth. Freedom, as every one 
understands, is a state in which we can 
do as we please—a state which Socialists 
and free-thinking philosophers call sponta- 
neity. We are free when our actions pro- 
ceed from volitions within ourselves— 
when we are free from outward compres- 





and from the very conditions necessary to obtain 


sion, or the direction of any external 


power, A state of complete salvation 
is one in whjch we have mastered all 
external forces, and attained liberty to 
act from inward impulse. The question is 
simply how to get this liberty. I am bent 
on getting it for myself and for all; but 
it is best for me to look well about me 
and see how to get it, and be sure I am 
taking the right way. 

I see distinctly that merely taking the 
Jaw off from us, whether it is the law of the 
Bible or law of the land, does not let us 
into true liberty ; because after the law is 
removed, there remains a set of habits 
that we have contracted, and our power 
of liberty is compressed as really by bad 
habits as by the law. To be sure, the 
force of habit is not so strictly external ; 
and yet it is external to our true self-hood. 
The new springing life that should have 
its free choice, is confined by the dead life 
that constitutes habit. This is one ele- 
ment that comes in to preclude our free- 
dom, after we are liberated from the law. 

Then we must not ignore the fact that we 
are open to spiritual influence; that one 
spirit can combine with another, and ex- 
ercise a controlling influence, depriving 
the other of free will. 
are likely to make no account of that ; 
they ignore the whole philosophy of Christ 


Social reformers 


in regard to the influence of spirits, and 
so do not seea very important element 
in the compression that precludes spon- 
taneity. A person may be free both from 
law and habit, and yet be possessed by ¢ 

spirit external to himself, that will entire- 
ly obstruct his liberty. Paul speaks of 
those who were in ‘the snare of the devil, 
taken captive by him at his will.’ This 
(spiritual power of compression is a more 
serious obstruction to true liberty, than 
all the laws of church and state. 

It should be borne in mind, however, 
that our spontaneity is obstructed only by 
spirits external to ourselves. When the 
spirit that enters into and influences a per- 
son is better and purer than himself, and 
so interior to his spirit, it does not inter- 
fere with his liberty ; it isjust the same to 
him as if he were the only being in the 
universe. It is only when an evil spirit 
comes upon him, that he is bound and 
led captive. 

We see that the question of our liberty 
is a complicated one—it is not so simple 
as those make it who think to get liberty 
by abolishing law. To shake ourselves 
clear of the laws of the moralists is one 
thing, but not the greatest ; we must 
shake ourselves clear of the hold that habits 
and evil spirits have upon us. In order 
to do that, we must have the energetic 
spirit of God ; we must receive from him 
something greater than the power of our 
own free will. Our own spontaneity must 
become a will like God’s, so that we can 
will with almighty energy... With such a 
will we can throw off these obstructing 
influences, and not without. I don’t 
know how long it will take, but I am 
bent on reaching a spot where my free- 
will, in all its exercise, shall be energized 
by God himself, and shall not be obstruct- 
ed at all by habits or diabolical influences, 
That is the heaven of the passions. It 
is the prize of our high calling, and we 
will press towards it. 





== Community and Commune are good 
names for Associations that cultivate peace and 
love. Phalanx and Phalanstery are derived from 





the Greek vocabulary of war. 


Dialogue. 

Q.—You have just returned from Oneida, ! 
understand. How is the health of the Associa- 
tion ? 

A.—Very good. 

Q.—Have’nt they any sick ones there ? 

A,—No, none that are confined at all. 

Q.—Did you see Harriet Hall 2 

A.—Yes; she was about, as busy as any one. 

Q.—Don’t they employ a doctor ? 

A.—Not at all. 

Q.—One of their members was formerly a doc- 
tor, I believe. What does he do? 

A.—He was tending the circular saw, when | 
was there; but he goes from one business to an- 
other, making himself ‘generally useful,’ as the 
phrase is at Oneida. He is called upon to pull « 
tooth occasionally, and is always ready to sew 
up a cut, or do any little office of that kind when 
asked. 

Q.—His materia medica is all thrown over- 
board, | suppose ? 

A.—Not a pill or potion left 

Q.—Where there are so many children, | 
should think some of them would be ailing.— 
Don’t they have colds? It would be strange if 
they did not annoy you with coughing. 

A,—I heard none, and very little complaint of 
any kind. I was told that the children had been 
almost entirely free from colds the whole winter: 

Q.— What do the Association live on 2? 

A.—Common vegetables and fruit ; good bread 
of all kinds; tea and coffee ; fish, salt and fresh ; 
some salt pork ; and once in a great while, they 
have dinner of fresh meat. 

Q.—I see they are not Grahamites; are they 
Hydropathists ? 

A.—No, they are too busy for that. In short 
the question of health is very much neglected 
there. You seldom hear it mentioned in any 
way; they seem to be so much taken up with 
other things that they forget to be sick. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Notes of Conversations---No. 7. 

A.—Would you have me_ believe that 
Christ is in me, and even confess him too, 
when I am so destitute of feeling, and 
while I think that I do wrong almost eve- 
ry day ? 

L—Certainly I would, for there is no- 
thing but such faith and confession that 
can save you from eternally doing wrong. 
This is the starting-pomt—the first step 
in the right way. And I say further— 
and your own good sense will confirm its 
truth—that the faith or confession which 
rests on personal feelings is of little worth, 
and transient in its nature ; of but little 
credit to the person exercising it, and do- 
ing less honor to the being toward whom 
it is exercised, 

If 1 should name certain articles of 
property, and say to my children, ‘I will 
give these things to you ;’ what think you? 
would they stand in doubt about it? 
would they wait until they saw or felt the 
things in their possession, before they reck- 
oned them theirs? Do I stand so low in 
their estimation that their faith would 
have to wait for signs of fulfilment? We 
very well know that they would reckon 
them theirs to all intents, from the time 
of the promise, and because of the prom- 
ise. Abraham’s faith is held up for our 
example, and the glory of his faith is that 
it rested solely on the promise, and wa- 
vered not, though every appearance was 
against him. As he stood on the hights 
that overlooked Canaan, God said to him, 
‘All the land that thou seest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed after thee.’-— 
Abraham did not question the fulfilment 
of the promise, although as he looked over 
the Jand, he saw it dotted with cities and 
villages, and as he walked through it, he 





met, at almost ‘every step, some of the 
warlike inhabitants. He did not say, 1 
will consider this mine when I get posses- 
sion of 7. In the mind and purpose of 








God, more sure than title-deeds, or even 
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than present possession, it was his; and 
so Abraham’s faith accounted it. And 
this faith was counted to him for right- 
cousness. 

The declaration to us is, ‘ God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’— 
‘This is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.’ ‘ Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates?’ Now if children can rely on 
an earthly parent ; if Abraham could be- 
lieve and wait, though natural impossibil- 
ities clustered around the promise ; can 
not we count God’s greatest gift, his Son, 
our sure possession? God has not left 
himself without witness, in that he doeth 
good, giving us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness. 

You do not question the gift, but doubt 
the possession. Well, standing there, it 
may be said, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come nigh unto you.’ You are standing 
on its threshold—on the dividing-line be- 
tween the kingdom of this world, and that 
which cometh down from above: and the 
question is, will you continue to judge af- 
ter the sight of your eyes, or will you close 
them to all outward, opposing appearan- 
ces, and reckoning yourself dead indeed 
unto them, throw yourself into the arms 
of a living Savior? It is from the invisi- 
ble that help must come. It was on 
powers invisible that Abraham relied — 
The promise of the land, and of a seed to 
inhabit that land, was made after he was 
as good as dead, and all hope in himself 
had not only gone out, but was directly 
opposed to the promise. His faith and 
hope were on a resurrection of power by 
the hand of God; and after he had pa- 
tiently endured, he received it. Christ, 
the wisdom of God, and the power of God, 
has returned unto the bosom of the Fa- 
ther, and the world seeth him no more.— 
Thitherward he would draw us, and from 
thence we must receive him, The attrac- 
tion is mutual ; and as he bends from 
above to receive us, we must suffer our- 
selves to be drawn away from this earthly 
sensuality, from this looking on things af- 
ter the outward appearance, and acquaint 
ourselves with the powers and principles 
of that kingdom which ruleth over all_— 
The wisdom of the natural man cannot 
perceive these things, for they are recog- 
nized by faith. We understand that the 
power is unlimited. “All power is given 
unto Christ in heaven ,and on earth.— 
And the principle which guides that pow- 
er is love—a pure desire for our good. 

Do you still say that you are unworthy? 
No one will dispute that. But is unworthi- 
ness a fatal bar tosalvation? Did Christ 
come to save the worthy or the unworthy? 
to heal the well or the sick? Verily he 
sitteth as arefiner and purifier, and this 
occupation shows that his work is with 
the impure. But in the purifying process 
we must be made to let go, and separate 
ourselves from any thing that is unpleasing 
in his sight. This is the work that is 
before us, the work of faith. Not so much 
conforming our lives unto an outward rule, 
as reckoning ourselves into him, and count- 


ing his gift of righteousness ours. 
H. N. L. 
Verona, May, 1853. 





== The ‘Spirit Rappings’ are exciting a great 
deal of attention in Germany. 


CORRESPONDENCE. _ 


FROM NEW JERSEY. 
Newark, May 1, 1853. 

—The articles lately published in the 
Circular on the labor-question, and the 
current reports of difficulties among the 
working class generally in regard to their 
wages, have been deeply interesting to 
us at this station. Being engaged as 
machinists, we are naturally led to inves- 
tigate any movement in this direction ; 
and last evening our meeting was devoted 
to this subject. 

There was a general response to the 
testimony given by your foreman-printer, 
that there is no tendency to a ‘strike’ 
for wages among us; on the contrary, 
what we do is done more and more by 
attraction. Some of us have suffered 
much in former years from the hireling 
spirit, and the oppressive money-system, 
so rife in the world, and it is a high 
privilege to codperate in substituting a 
system of free labor in its place. Labor, 
stimulated by the love of money, or by 
necessity, is any thing but free. Who- 
ever devotes himself thus, is ‘ sowing to 
the flesh, and will reap corruption.’— 

ut where the stimulus is love to Christ, 
and unity, the case is different—the 
counterpart of Paul’s testimony applies, 
‘He that soweth to the Spirit shall reap 
life everlasting.’ 

We are sensible that our experience in 
this department is yet in its infancy ; but 
from the success that has attended us, we 
believe that future results will be glorious. 
it is less than one year since we began 
business here. There were seven of us, 
and all except one were unaccustomed to 
the trade. Our means in respect to money 
were quite limited ; and more than this, 
we had the prejudice and spiritual pressure 
of public opinion to contend with. Yet 
within this short time, we have quite sur- 
mounted these difficulties. Our workmen 





have become efficient—ourincomeiscouble 
our expenses—and we have won our way 
to a respectable and free position among 
our neighbors. We have all the business 
we could ask; and, so far as we know, 
give good satisfaction to those for whom 
we make machinery. 

These outward results call for gratitude 
to God, and we speak of them to the 
praise of his grace; and yet they are 
comparatively but a small part of what 
we have realized in another way. Criti- 
cism has been free among us, and its 
chief effect has been to promote unity and 
spiritual growth ; and this we prize above 
all outward things. 

In regard to the principles which govern 
us in our labor-department, they are sub- 
stantially like those so beautifully express- 
ed by your Wallingford correspondent, 
under date of April 20th, and published 
in the 46th No. of the Circular. « 

Yours for the public service, 
W. R. Ivsier. 


FROM ONEIDA. 
[Among all the plans proposed in the newspa- 
pers for stopping the run of railroad accidents, 
we would suggest for the consideration of the 
business-world, something like the method pur- 
sued at Oneida ina hurrying time, as described 
in the following extract from a private letter.] 


We have had a great deal of enthusiasm in 
our work of late. and every thing that we have 
undertaken has been attended with success.— 
Besides our gardening, farming, and other 
busine&’s which is pressing on us in the spring, 
we have the moving and rebuilding of our 
barns ; but we have not felt oppressed by it, 
and all have worked with the consciousness that 
we were pleasing God and that he was blessiug 
our labors. 

In the midst of this pressure of business, 
we had an instinct that it would be good for us, 
and acceptable to God, to have a day of fasting 
from labor and from food, (dinner,) and turn 
our hearts away from all outward things to 
seek fellowship with him. Notice was given at 
the breakfast-table, on Friday morning, for all 
to assemble in the parlor at the ringing of the 
bell, instead of going to their work. When all 
were together, the proposal was made and 
heartily responded to by all. 

It was de- 





The day was spent very quietly. 


cidedly,the stillest day 1 ever knew at Oneida 
—more like Sunday than Sunday itself. Per- 
sons spent a good share of the day in their 
rooms, and for hours scarcely a noise was heard 
through the house. When we assembled for 
our evening meeting, a number of articles were 
presented which had been written during the 
day, by various members. Most of the evening 
was profitably spent in hearing them read.— 
We closed our meeting with the feeling that 
we had had a good day and that God was 
pleased with the offering. It was interesting 
to see how suddenly the whole Community 
could turn away from their work and concen- 
trate their attention on other things. 

On Saturday, all engaged in work again, 
with renewed enthusiasm, and the day was 
spent pleasantly. At the opening of our even- 
ing meeting, A and H B——, [chil- 
dren of new members,] both made a public 
confession of Christ, which we felt was hearty 
and sincere. This filled our hearts with grati- 
tude to God. We had appointed a day of 
fasting, and he had responded to it by giving 
us a day of thanksgiving. We felt that the 
spirit of the day of Pentecost was present.— 

Next came the correspondence. Mr. B.’s 
mention of Mr. S., and your remarks about the 
T s and Mrs. C,. were very gratifying to 
them. We expressed our love for them all, 
and our hearty union with our new brothers 
who had confessed Christ. These two were 
the only ones in the Commmnity who had not 
confessed Christ; all of these cases had been 
in an unsettled state, andin fact this was a 
Jinishing-stroke—a gathering together of hearts. 











—-I am deeply interested in the establish- 
ment of a free Press and a free Gospel in the 
world, and am convinced that God’s care for 
us will be in proportion to our cevotion to him 
and his cause. I am thankful that my heart 
has been opened to receive the truths contained 
in the Circular. It has been the means of 
bringing me to a knowledge of the truth of 
the doctrines of Salvation from sin, and the 
Second Coming, which is the key to the New 
Testament. I confess Christ in me a spirit 
of single-eyed devotion to the truth; also a 
spirit of coéperation with the Association in 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom on the 
earth. Sopnra W. Howarn. 


+-I desire to confess Christ more publicly 

than I have yet done, and anchor myself for- 

ever on the side of faith and the word of God. 

When I came to the Association with my parents 

six monthsago,I had hardly had ascrious thought 

about religion; but I had been here only a 

short time before the Spirit of truth began to 

operate upon me, putting me into the judgment 

and burning on the spirit of the world that was 

inme. I had been told that this was a hard 

place for pleasure-seekers, but I was confident 
that I could resist any influences, and get along 
easily any where in my own way. For a long 
time [ sought to turn away from this spirit that 

I felt was drawing me to God, thinking I should 

soon go away from the Association, and then re- 
ligion would not trouble me. But tae more I 
resisted the Spirit of God, the harder I found it, 
until I saw there was no use in trying to kick’ 
against the pricks. I knew Christ was calling 
me to confess him, and that he would not Jet 
me ignore his call. All this time I was in, 
great suffering, which constantly increased. 

Finally, when I had not power to resist God’s' 
spirit any longer, and saw my salvation at stake, 
I surrendered to Christ. And I now confess 
him my full and everlasting Savior from sin, and 
dedicate myself with all my faculties, soul, body 
and spirit, to his service, to be used only for his 
glory. Homer Barron. 


—The criticism of the Circular, in the 46th 
No. interested me very much. It contains 
valuable hints to writers and correspondents. 
When the Press will adopt such a principle of 
truthful criticism, heaven’s blessing will attend 
it. My heart rejoices that the truth has an 
organ like the Circular to utter itself in this 
world. If it has not that boldness and pow- 
er of expression ina single issue, that the 
Perfectionist had, its more rapid expression 
tells with an increase of power on the whole, 
and plays its part well in the present cam- 
paign. The Perfectionist was just what God 
used for the time and occasion—it brought 
out the central truths of the gospel—the Sec- 
ond Coming, Salvation from Sin, Origin of 
Evil, &c., and with them it took the strong- 
holds of error. 

The gospel of the Second Coming of Christ, 
at the end of the Jewish dispensation, is a 
fact of great importance to understand, and 
its elucidation in the Czrcular of late has en- 
abled me to understand and appreciate it 
better than ever before. Then entire Com- 
munism commenced, and has been growing 








and expanding for 1800 years, and is the 


rock on which we are built—Christ Jesus 
the Apostles, and the Primitive Belicvers.— 
Our hope, and the success of Communism jn 
this world, is founded on this basis—by acere- 
tion to this kingdom in the heavens, that was 
gathered together then, and has since ruled 
the nations. Socialists, and reformers wil] 
have to understand the truth of the Second 
Coming, and the existence of the Theocratie 
government then established in the heavens, 
and its office over this world, before they can 
build on a foundation that will stand the judg. 
ment. amaenenend M. EB. L. 

—I find myself prospering under the grace of 
God and community influences. I am hopeful, 
thankful and happy. Hopeful, because I shal] 
certainly overcome all evil by the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of my testimony: thank- 
ful, because God is Almighty who certainly 
will do it for me: happy, because he considered 
me worthy to be called into his kingdom ; which 
is a glorious kingdom. I am confident that a 
hearty confession of Christ, under any circum- 
stances, is responded to. 

If I find myself involved in any difficulty, 
this verse always presents itself: ‘ Ask and ye 
shall receive ;’ and I am learning to go to God 
with any necessity, just as I would to a friend 
here. [ invariably find grace to help in time 
of need ; and when my pathway overflows with 
good, as I confess it often does, I am learning 
to appreciate and love the Giver more than the 
gift. Yours, E. L. H. 


—I believe most truly, that Christ fulfilled 
his promise—that he came the second time 
soon after the destruction of Jerusalem.— 
This is the platform upon which my faith is 
founded. Our union and fellowship with the 
Primitive church depends upon this fact ; for, 
if Christ did not come the second time, they 
have not risen. But Christ says—‘‘ I go to 
prepare a place for you ; and if I go to prepare 
a place for you I will come again and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am there ye 
may be also.” J. K. i. 


—It is very plain to my mind, that in or- 
der to serve God efficiently, we must know 
the truth about the Second Coming. We 
must have faith in the word of God. Christ 
said, ‘ Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 
Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my 
words shall not pass away.’ What stronger 
proof do we want than this ? 

For the last ten years I have thought my- 
self well established in the doctrine that Christ 
did come the second time, at, or about the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem ; but on 
reading the Jate ‘talks’ on this subject, my 
faith has been confirmed. My earnestness is 
much ircreased to have this important truth 
acknowledged in the world. L. B. 


Traveler’s Faith. 


[Those who are acquainted with the sensations of Railroad- 
traveling in the night. will appreciate the following description 
of an early start and its moral, which we clip from the middle 
of a ** Railroad Lyric,’ in the May No. of Putnam’s Maguzine.} 


.... Off we struggle, gathering motion 
Like a wave upon the ocean. 

Nighted traveler beware! 

Of our engine have a care ; 

Smooth and swift the death behind thee 
Will not spare if it shall find thee. 
Past the shops, whose iron clangor 
Through the daylight hours resounds, 
With a hoarse and roaring anger, 
Speed we from the city’s bounds ; 
Onward, through the cave of night, 
Boring with our signal light. 

Though the sky is gloaming o’er us, 
We will trust the track before us— 
We will trust the iron bands, 

Laid and kept by other hands. 


So within us and without us, 
Runs and opens life about us. 
Reason shoots a slender light 
Through an awful world of night. 
Not a star in all the spheres 
Shows us of our onward years— 
Shows us of the gullied ditch, 
Fallen rock, nor open switch. 

But, by Faith, we trust the bands, 
Laid and kept by other hands. 
Faith, alone, in act, sueceeds— 

Faith in fixed and ordered parts, 

Faith in other hands and hearts ; 
Faithful follows, faithful leads... . . 











Co Correspondents. 

H. 4. S.—We have mailed the papers you sent for. We can 
send you files of the first and second volumes of the Perjectionis, 
by mail, or a bound yoltine, containing the first, second, and 
third, by Express. The nominal price of the volumes was $1,00 
per year. Binding cost 33 cents. Make your own price. 


P. T—We received orders from the Postmaster at Cananda- 
gua to stop your paper a few days since. 


BS We have received a hint from an old-school Perfection- 
ist, that he is ready to lay a thousand dollars at our feet, if we 
will take a new turn that will suit him ; and if not, then he 
wishes the paper stopped. We accept the latter offer. 
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